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Applicant: Langenfeld et al. 

Serial No,: TBA 
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Invention: Reduced Weight Piston Plate 



Atty. Docket: 2229/146 
Alt Unit: TBA 
Examiner: TBA 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF FILING OR 
BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)) 

NOTE: -An information cDsciosure matement shall be considered by the Office if filed by the applicant. (1 ) within 
three months of the filing date of a national application; (1) within three months of the date o/ entry of the 
national stage as set forth In § 1.491 in an International application; or (3) before the mailing date of a first 
Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last.* 37 CF,R. § 1.97(b) 



CERTIFICATE of MAILINQ/TRANSMISSION (37 CF.R. § 1.B(a)) 

I hereby certify that this oonnespondence Is, on the date shown below, belng: 

MAiUNG FACSIMILE 

■ deposited with the United States Postal □ transmitted by facsimile to the 

Service with sufficient postage as first dass Patent and Trademark Office, 

mail, in an envelope addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Date: July 8, 2003 




John L. Conway 

(type or print name of person certifying) 



(Transmittal of Infomiation Disclosure Statement Within Three Months of Filing or Before Mailing <^ First Office) 



Page I of 12 



NOTE: The filing date of a national application' under 37 C.F,fL § 137(b) has tm possible meanings. Where the 
Wing is a direct one to the United States Patent & Trademark OfUce, the filing is defined in 37 CF.B, § 
1.53(b) as the date on wtudK (1) A specification containing a description pursuant to §1.71 and at least one 
claim pursuant to § 1.75: and (2) any drawing required by § 1.Bl(a), are filed in the Patent and Trademark 
OfBce in the name of the actual inventor or inventors as required by § 1.4 1. ' 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1). On the 
Other hand, an htemattonal ai^toation that enters the national stage occurs when the applicant has filed the 
documents and fees retired by 35 U.S.O. § 371(c) within the periods set forth in § 1.494 or § 1.495. 35 
U.S.C. § 371(c) requires the filing of the following: (1) the bask: nattonal fee: (2) a copy of the international 
application, imless already sent by the Intematkinaf Bureau, and opthnally an English tmnslation if fled in 
another language: and, also opthnally (3) amendments under PCT Article 19, with a translation into English 
if made In another language: (4) an oath or declaration: and (5) a translation into English of any annexes to 
the international preliminary examination report, if such annexes were made in another language. The 
optkxral items must be submitted later, with surcharges. 37 C.Ffl § 1.97(b)(2). 

IDENTIFICATION OF TIME OF FlUNG THE ACCOMPANYING 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of 
the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national stage of an international 
application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever event 
occurs last. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). 

NOTE: 'No certificaiion or fee is due when the filing Is made within the above time period. It is advisable to ensure 
that no Offkx action has been mailed if tim (Bsctosura statement Is delayed una after three months from 
filing.' 

NOTE: 'An informathn disclosure statement will to conskfered to have been filed on the day it ivas received in the 
Office, or on an earlier date of a mailing if accompanied by a property executed certlfhiate of mailing under 
37 C.F.R. 1.8, or Express Mail certifk:ate under 37 CF.R. 1.10. An Office actkm is mailed on tite date 
ImUcated in the Offtoe action.' N<^ of April 20, 19^(11380.0.37-41,39). 

A/07E: The term national apf^k:ation' Includes continuing appHicaftons (continuations, divishns, continuations^ 
in-part) so three-months will be measured from the actual filing date of an applmation as opposed [sic] to tite 
effective date of a contim^ngappltoation.' Notice of April 20, 1992(11380.0.37-41,39). 

NOTE: 'An action on the merits means an action which treats the patentat^ity of the c^ms In an application, as 
opposed to only formal or procedural requirements. An action on the merits would, for example, contain a 
rejection or indication of allowability of a daim or claims rather tiian just a restriction requirements (37 OF. R. 
1. 142) or just a requirement for additkmal fees to have a daim considered (37 C.F.B. 1. 16(d)). Thus, if an 
application was filed on Jan. 1 and the first Office action on the merits was not mailed until six months later 
on July 1, the examiner would be required to con^der any proper information disdosures statement filed 
prtortoJi^ l.'Nottee of April 20, 1992(11380.G. 37-41, 39). 

WARNING: 'A petitkm for suspension of action to allow applicant time to submit an infomnation disclosure statement 
vfn'll be denied as falling to present good and suffident reasons, since 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 provides 
adequate recourse for the timely stOxnisshn cf prior art for conskhration tfy the exan^ner.' Notice of 
July 6. 1992 (1 14 1 0.G. 63). f\ / 



Reg. No.: 48,241 






SijfiAturB of PractKKnor 


Tel. No.: 617/443-9292 


John L. Conwav 


Customer No.: 002101 


Bromberg & Sunstein LLP 




125 Summer Street, Boston, MA 021 10 



(Tmnsmmal of inionnation Disclosure Statement WHhin Thiee Months of Fling or Beibre Mailing of First Office Action) 
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PractMenef^s Docket No. 2229/146 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 

Applicant: Langenfeld et al, Atty. Docket: 2229/146 

Serial No.: TBA Art Unit: TBA 

Date Filed: Heiewidi Examiner: TBA 

Invention: Reduced Weight Piston Plate 

Commlosloner for Patents 
P. O. BOX 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



CERTinCATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1^(8) and 1.10* 
0/\/ben using Express Mai!, the Express Mail label nun^rs mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is op/donal.) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is. on the date shown below, being: 

MAIUNO 

deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

■ 37 C.F.IL § 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. § 1.10* 

■ with sufficient postage as first class mail. □ as Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 

Mailing Label No. (mandatofy) 

TRANSMISSiON 

□ transmitted by facsmntle to the Patent and Trademark Office. 



Date: July 8. 2003 




John L. Conway 

(type or print name of person certifying) 
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NOTE: 'An InformaUon dtsdosure statement sbatt to conskiered by the Office if fitod by the apf^cant wittm 
any one of the following time penods: 

0) i^thin three months of the filing date of a nationsdappScation other thm 
pmsecutkm application tmder § 1.53(d): 

(2) WitNn three months of the date (^entiyofthe na^onal stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
intemationaf af^licaUon; 

(3) Before the mailing date of a first Office acUon on the merits; or 

(4) Before the mailing date of a fir^ Offke ac&m after the fiiing of a request forcon^nued 
examination under § hi 14. ' 

37 C,ER.§ 1.97(b), 

NOTE: 'Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, wtiich includes a duty to disdose to the Office all information 
fcnown to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section, ' 37 C.FR. § 1,S6(a). 

'Individuals associated wim the Wing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this 
section are: 

(1) each invenUfr named in the appHcatkHi: 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes application; and 

(3) every other person who is substantivety involved in U\e prepared orprosecaUon of the 
application and who is assoctoted mi the Inventor, vin&i the assignee or vdmartyone to whom 
there ts an obl^iaUon to ass/gn the a(V)licaUon. ' 37 CF.R § 1.56(c). 

NOTE: The *duty as described in § 1.56 will be met so hng as the infonnation in question was dted by the 
Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescr&^ed by §§ 1,97(b)'(d) and 1.96 before issuarwe 
ofthepatent'fMlceofJanumy9, 1992, 11350. G. 13-2Sat 17. 

WARNING: Yito infonnation disclosure statement maybe m a provisional appUcation. • 37 OFR. § 1.51(d). 
List of Seciions Forming Part of This infonnatioii Disciosuro Statement 

The follovring sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement 

(check sections fomiing a part of this statement: discard unused sections and number pages consecutively) 

1. ■ Preliminary Statements 

2. ■ FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly FORM PTO-1449) 

3. □ Statement as to Infomnation Not Found hi Patents or Publications 

4. ■ Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Infomiatlon Was Already Cited 

and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. ■ Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

7. □ Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Information Items 

7A. ■ EPO Search Report 

78. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. a Translation(s} of Non-English Language Documents 

9. □ Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Infonnation Items (Optional) 

10. B Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 

A/07E; 'Once the minimum requirements are met the examiner has an obligaVon to consictor the infonnation. ' 
Notk>e of April 20, 1992 (1 133 O.6. 37-^1, 37). 
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S ction 1. Pr liminary Stat m nts 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in 
respect of which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(g)). an admission that the information 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material inf omiation 
exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1 992, 1 1 35 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



(Information Disclosure Statement— Section 1. Preliminary Statements [6-1 J-) 
PageSofI2 



SECTION 2. FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (fonnerly Form PTO-1449) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Langenfeld et ai. 

Serial No.: TEA 

Date Filed: Herewith 

Invention: Reduced Weight Piston Plate 



Atty. Docket: 2229/146 
Art Unit: TEA 
Examiner: TBA 



LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS FOR APPLICANTS' 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
U.S. Documents 



Exam. Ref. 


Document 


Issue 




Init. 


No. 


Number 


Date 


Name 




AA 


55,516 


06/12/1866 


Winans et al. 






AB 


120,222 


10/24/1871 


Van Emon, Samuel 






AC 


124,805 


03/19/1872 


Fryer, Robert M. 






AD 


321,313 


06/30/1885 


Pinkham, Delmar D. 






AE 


488,373 


12/20/1892 


Touch, John E. 






AF 


1,089,651 


03/10/1914 


Kovalavich, Gregory 






AG 


1,769,375 


07/01/1930 


Leary, J.C. 






AH 


1,840,389 


01/12/1932 


Eubank, Charles E. 






AI 


1,866,702 


07/12/1932 


Gehres, Hewitt A. 






AJ 


2,170,099 


08/22/1939 


Stubings, Alfred J. 






AK 


3,059,418 


10/23/1962 


Johnston, Robert D. 






AL 


3,431,788 


03/11/1969 


du Pr6, Frits K. 






AM 


3,861,223 


01/21/1975 


Braun et al. 






AN 


3,924,477 


12/09/1975 


Portelance, William 






AO 


4,020,635 


05/-3/1977 


Joynes, et al. 




AP 


4,169,692 


10/02/1979 


McDonough et al. 
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AQ 


4,330,992 


05/25/1982 


AR 


4,898,041 


02/06/1990 


AS 


5,771,694 


06/30/1998 


AT 


5,920,133 


07/06/1999 


BA 


1,769,375 


07/01/30 


BB 


4,169,692 


10/02/79 


BH 


4,442,670 


04/17/84 


BI 


5,003,777 


04/02/91 


BJ 


5,522,214 


06/04/96 


BK 


5.642,618 


07/01/97 



Exam. Ref. 
Init. No. 

AU 
/ BC 
_r BD 
[ BE 
ZL BF 
BG 



Senft, James R. 
Islas, John J. 
Houtman et al. 
Penswick, et al. 
Leary 

McDonough et al. 
Goldman 
Berchowitz 
Beckett et al. 
Penswick 



Foreign Patent Documents 



Document 


Issue 




Number 


Date 


Countrv 


DE 445,033 


12/12/1922 


Germany 


WO 00/791 14 Al 


28/12/00 


PCT 


2 721 982 


01/05/96. 


France 


DE40 18 943A1 


12/19/91 


Germany 


2 067119 


20/8/71 


France 


DE4205 283A1 


26/8/93 


Germany. 
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Other Documents 



Examiner 
Initials 


Reference 
Number 


Author 


Date 


TiUc 


rc 


AZ 






International Search Report, 
PCT/USOO/01931. dated Apr. 27, 
2000 



Examiner Signature: Ca^^ (^.,^^^^^^— 
Date Considered: (^( 

NOTE FOR EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; draw line through citation if not in conformance AND not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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Secti n4. Id ntification fPri r Applleaiion in Which List dlnformati n 
Was Alreacly Cited 

NOTE: "A copy of any patent, pubik:ation or other information listed in an information disdosure statement 
is not required to be provided if it was previously cited by or submitted to the Offtce in a prior 
application, provided ttiat tiie prior application is property identified in the statement and relied upon 
tor an eariier ftiing date under 35 U.S.C. 120.' 37 aF.R § 1, 98(d). 

WARNING: *77?/s exception to the requirermnt for copies of information does not apply to Information which 
was dted in an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty.' Notice of 
April 20. 1992 (1 138 O.G. 37-4 1, 38) 

WARNING: Information whidi is dted or submitted to the Office in the parent application of a file wrapper 
continuing application under 37 CF.R. 1.62 will be part of the file before the examiner and 
need not be resubmitted in tiie continuing application. Likewise, the examiner will consider 
information cited or submitted to the Office in a parent application when examining a continuing 
application and thus tiiis information need not be resubmitted unless applicant desires tiie 
information to be printed on the patent " Notke of April 20, 1992 (1 138 O.G. 37-4 1, 37) 

WARNING: WNIe a copy of a non-English language Hem of Inhmnation need not be submitted, if it was 
previously submit to, or dted by, tiie Office in a prior application, provided it is property 
identitied in thto statement and this appUcation relies on tiutt eariier filing date under 35USC 
120, neverlh^ess, Uie requirement in § 1.98(a)(3) for a concise explanation of non-English 
language information would not be satisfied by a statement that a reference was cited in tfio 
prosecution of a parent application. The condse explanation must explain the relevance, as 
presentiy understood by the person designated in § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the 
contented the information. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 20. 



This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior application 
serial no. 09/883,080. filed June 1 5, 2001 , attorney's docket 2229/128, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application serial no. 09/335,392. attorney's docket 
2229/104, filed June 17, 1999. 



The following references were submitted to, and /or cited by, the Office in the prior 
application(s) and, therefore, are not required to be provided in this application: 

Ail references cited in section 2 of this document. 



(Information Disclosuro Statement-Section 4. tdentificatlon of Prior Application in Which Usted 
Infomnation Was Alreacly Submitted and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

Statement [6-1]*} 
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FORM 6-1 



Setln6.CpiS€iff List d Infermatl n It ma A comiianylnB This 
Statement 

NOTE; 37aRR. § 198(b)(2) requims that any information disclosure statement Wed un€^ 1.97 
shaiiindude: 

''A legible cof)y of.: 

(i) Each U.S. patent appitcanon pMication and US. and foreign patent; 
Oi) Each publication or that portion which caused it to be ^ted, 

(Hi) For each dted pending U,S. application, the application specification including the claims, and 
any drayi^ng of the application, or that portion of the application which caused it to be listed 
including any daimsdirecM to that portion. . . 

Legible copies of ail items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (fonrteriy Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this information statement. 

(complete the following, ifappticable) 

Exception(s) to above: 

Items in prior application, from which an earlier filing date is claimed for this 
application, as identified in Section 4. 



(infoimaUon Disclosure Statement-Section 6. Copies of Usted Information Items AcoompanyinQ This Statement JS-l J- 
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flM.gS-11/OO Pnbw<05> 



FORM 6-1 



6-28 



Section 7A. Concis Explanati n f Non-English Languag List d 
Information Items-EPO S arch R port 

The relevance with respect to the following citations listed on Forms PTO/SB^08A and 
08B (formerly Form PTO-1449): 



French Patent FR 2 721 982A 
French Patent FR 2 067 1 19A 
Gemian Patent DE 42 05 283A 
German Patent DE 40 18 943A 



is submitted on the basis of the:EPO search report, which is in the English language and 
which was filed in the parent application. 



(Information Discbsure Statement - Section. 7A Concise Explanation of Non English language Listed 
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Sect! nIO. Id nUflcatlon of Pen n( ) Making This Inff nnatlon 
DIselo uro Statement 

The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable item) 

(a) □ the inventor(s) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type or print name of inventor who is signing) 



(b) n an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type or print name of Inventor wtio is signing) 
(c) ■ the practitioner who signs below on the basis of the infonmation: 
(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventor(s). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application. (37 CF.R. § 1.56(c)) 



in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 48.241 




IGllATURE OK PRACTITIONER 



Tel. No.: 617/443-9292 JohnL. Conwav 



(type or print name of person certifying) 
Bromberg & Sunstein LLP 
Customer No.: (X)2101 125 Summer Street 

Boston, MA 021 1 0-1 61 8 

(Information Disdosure Statement-Section 10. Identrfication of Peison(s) lyAaking This Infbmiatlon Disclosure 
a222<W)0,46 24S682., Statement CS-I J- 

Pagel2ofl2 



